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We have none of these overwhelming motives of political
convenience and popularity to bias us. For us the first
trial stands valid ; and the rehabilitation would be negligible
but for the mass of sincere testimony it produced as to
Joan*s engaging personal character. The question then
arises: how did The Church get over the verdict at the first
trial when it canonized Joan five hundred years later ?

THE CHURCH UNCQMPRQMISEB BY ITS AMENDS

Easily enough. In the Catholic Church, far more than
in law, there is no wrong without a remedy* It does not
defer to Joanesque private judgment as such, the supremacy
of private judgment for the individual being the quintessence
of Protestantism ; nevertheless it finds a place for private
judgment in excelsis by admitting that the highest wisdom
may come as a divine revelation to an individual On
sufficient evidence it will declare that Individual a saint.
Thus, as revelation may come by way of an enlightenment
of the private judgment no less than by the words of a
celestial personage appearing in a vision, a saint may fee
defined as a person of heroic virtue whose private judgment
is privileged. Many innovating saints, notably Francis and
Clare, have been in conflict with the Church during their
lives, and have thus raised the question whether they were
heretics or saints. * Francis might have gone to the stake
had he lived longer. It is therefore by no means impossible
for a person to be excommunicated as a heretic, and on
further consideration canonized as a saint. Excommunica-
tion by a provincial ecclesiastical court is not one of the
acts for which the Church claims infallibility. Perhaps I
had better inform my Protestant readers that the famous